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RECOGNIZING QUAKER VALLEY
HIGH SCHOOL

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to tale
this opportunity to recognize Quaker Valley
High School on being named one of News-
week Magazine’s top American Public High
Schools.

Quaker Valley High, located in Leetsdale
Pennsylvania, was recognized for its high aca-
demic standards and student scores on Ad-
vanced Placement tests. The school’s Super-
intendent, Jerry Longo, takes pride in the fact
that Quaker Valley offers its students a “well
rounded curriculum, that combines traditional
academic courses with the arts and sciences,
technology, community service and a second
language.” The students of Quaker Valley also
display a well rounded attitude with 80% of the
student body participating in extracurricular ac-
tivities.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Quaker Valley High School on this won-
derful achievement. It is an honor to represent
the Fourth Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania and a pleasure to salute the achieve-
ment of such a fine institution that plays such
a vital role in the development of the future
leaders of tomorrow.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos.
241 and 242, | was absent because | was de-
tained in my district. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes” on both.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. VITO FOSSELLA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
Nos. 241 and 242 | was unavoidably detained.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yes.”

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO WEST
PENN ALLEGHENY HEALTH SYS-
TEM

HON. MELISSA A. HART

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate the West Penn
Allegheny Heath System on the Grand Open-
ing of a Joslin Diabetes Clinic at the Citizens
Ambulatory Care Center in New Kensington,
Pennsylvania.

The Joslin Center for Diabetes and the
Joslin Clinic are international leaders in diabe-
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tes management, research and education. The
Joslin Diabetes Clinic, as part of the West
Penn Allegheny Health System, will provide a
variety of services includng diagnostic imag-
ing, laboratory services, chemotherapy, out-
patient surgery and an Urgent Care Center. It
is estimated that over 18 million people living
in America today have diabetes, 13 million of
whom have been diagnosed. That leaves over
5 million Americans unaware of the fact that
they have the debilitating disease. The Alle-
Kiski Medical Center’s primary service area in-
cludes 200,000 residents and it is estimated
that 16,000 people are suffering from diabe-
tes, while 6,000 are still undiagnosed.

The West Penn Allegheny Health System
and the Joslin Diabetes Center will employ
medical directors and physicians that are
board certified in internal medicine and endo-
crinology. The Clinic will also consist of diet,
exercise and mental health professionals and
will oversee aggressive patient education and
public awareness initiatives aimed at detection
and treatment of Diabetes.

| ask my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the West Penn Allegheny Health System
on bringing a world leader in diabetes detec-
tion, research and management to the Alle-
Kiski Area. It is an honor to represent the
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania
and a pleasure to salute the achievements of
fine institutions that truly improve the lives of
the citizens that benefit from their services.

———

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT
OF RICHARD PRICE FROM THE
CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH
SERVICE (CRS)

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | wish to express
my appreciation for the outstanding service
that Mr. Richard Price of the Congressional
Research Service (CRS) has provided to the
U.S. Congress. In June, Mr. Price is retiring
from CRS after 32 years of service. In his po-
sition at CRS, Mr. Price has been an invalu-
able asset to Congress both through his own
work analyzing major health care legislation,
and in his tireless efforts to guide other ana-
lysts in Health and Medicine unit.

Over three decades at CRS, Mr. Price has
worked on or supervised work on most, if not
all, of the major health care legislation that
Congress has considered. Mr. Price is a rec-
ognized expert in Medicare and Medicaid, the
major U.S. health care financing programs; his
particular areas of expertise span most as-
pects of Medicare and Medicaid reimburse-
ment policy, public health service programs
and long-term care issues, including Medicaid
eligibility and nursing home reform. His con-
tributions to the development of legislation in
these areas have been substantial. Through
thoughtful analyses, balanced presentations,
and clear explanations, Mr. Price has also
helped countless Congressional staff under-
stand the effect of the legislative proposals
being considered. The importance of his dedi-
cated support to the Ways and Means Com-
mittee when major health legislation was
pending cannot be understated. We have re-
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lied on the CRS staff through the years both
for analytical and technical assistance during
consideration of major legislation and for help
in writing up reports to accompany bills that
move through the Committee and the Con-
gress. Mr. Price has played a key role in these
processes.

In addition to his own work on legislation,
Mr. Price has been responsible for managing
an array of CRS analysts who assist Congress
across a broad spectrum of health care
issues, including those related to Medicare,
Medicaid, the Public Health Service, the Food
and Drug Administration, the National Insti-
tutes of Health, and the Veterans Administra-
tion. In his position as section head in the Do-
mestic Social Policy Division at CRS, Mr.
Price was instrumental in building the health
care staff of CRS into a large team of experi-
enced senior analysts.

His service to Congress in the analysis and
development of policy alternatives affecting
the range of private and public health care
programs, his ability to conceptualize complex
public policy issues, as well as his leadership
of staff who work on many varied and complex
health care issues, set the highest standards
for assistance provided by CRS in service to
the Congress. | am grateful for his assistance
through the years, and | wish him well in his
future endeavors.

———

AN ARTICLE BY MR. LEE JACKSON

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 14, 2005

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
place in today’s record the following article by
Mr. Lee Jackson, a constituent of mine who is
battling a perverse tax law. Mr. Jackson and
several other individuals were the target of a
frivolous lawsuit that rightfully was dismissed
for its lack of merit. Mr. Jackson and his fellow
defendants—all totally blameless—spent many
thousands of dollars in legal fees fighting the
meritless suit. They understandably filed their
own lawsuit against both the original plaintiffs
and the plaintiffs’ law firm. However, they can-
not reach a monetary settlement for damages
because our tax code treats all proceeds from
such a settlement—even the portion Mr. Jack-
son owes to his attorneys—as taxable income
for Mr. Jackson. As a result, Mr. Jackson lit-
erally cannot afford to settle his case because
he will owe more in income taxes than he re-
ceives from the settlement! Furthermore, he
cannot deduct his attorneys fees because of
the alternative minimum tax. Mr. Jackson’s
story, as told below, provides a vivid example
of why Congress must change the tax code to
ensure that attorney fees are deemed taxable
income to the attorneys who actually receive
them, not their clients.

TAXING JUSTICE
“It is in justice that the ordering of society is
centered.”’ Aristotle
“Justice is the constant and perpetual will to
allot to every man his due.”’—Domitus
Ulpian
(By Lee Jackson)

There is perversity in using tax policy to
reduce the numbers of frivolous lawsuits.
Courts were developed in the first place to
adjudicate impartially the relative merit of
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